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Statement Regarding the New Penn Station Alliance 
 
The following statement is in response to the Regional Plan Association and Municipal Art 
Society’s request to join the New Penn Station Alliance.  The American Planning Association- 
New York Metro Chapter is pleased to join this partnership, with the caveats listed below: 
 
 
The New York Metro Chapter of the American Planning Association (APA-NY Metro Chapter) 
supports the position of the New Penn Station Alliance effort to limit the renewal of the special 
permit for Madison Square Garden’s Special Permit renewal to ten years. The Executive Board 
agrees with the Alliance, an effort spearheaded by the Regional Plan Association (RPA) and the 
Municipal Arts Society (MAS), that an in-perpetuity renewal in perpetuity would limit options to 
upgrade Penn Station. Our Executive Committee feels that it would be in the interest of our 
membership to be cosignatories on the Statement of Principles, but has a few concerns with the 
statement in its current form.  
  
The Statement of Principles currently speaks of Penn Station as an ugly, unpleasant mistake, cites 
the dated facade of the Madison Square Garden and raises issues of light and pedestrian comfort. 
While each of these assertions are is widely accepted, the APA NY Metro Chapter would like to 
stress that a major goal of redeveloping Penn Station, a transportation hub of such major regional 
and national importance, should be to increase both train and passenger capacity.  
  
The deficiencies of the current station, with its low ceilings and narrow escalators, are not simply 
uncomfortable and unsightly, but the user experience proves so miserable that it actively 
discouraging people from using rail transit as a daily travel option.  Without first addressing the 
transportation issues of one of the largest bottlenecks on the Northeast Corridor, any effort to 
simply beautify Penn Station could miss the need to improve the functionality of a facility that 
during the peak currently handles over 1,000 passengers every 90 seconds.  Alleviating the 
capacity constraints must have at least the same emphasis as architectural beautification 
  
The Chapter disagrees with the assertion that “New Yorkers have learned over the past 50 years, 
a major transportation gateway and a major sports and music venue can’t share the same site and 
provide their customers with a high-quality experience.”  Perhaps the focus of your argument 
here was intended to read more that the current configuration of Penn Station and MSG severely 
limits the ability of either facility to provide customers with a high-quality experience. While this 
may be true in their current configuration, the Chapter feels that the regional accessibility and 
high capacity passenger throughput provided by Penn Station are crucial to the economic vitality 
and viability of MSG.  The recent experience with the Barclay’s Center and the Atlantic Terminal 
demonstrates that with the proper design configuration, such facilities can co-exist. The new 
arena sits above the nine subway lines and six LIRR tracks of Atlantic Terminal. Since the 
facility opened opening in September 2012, the facility has met or exceeded projected transit 
mode shares and has generally met expected low levels of not caused any negative traffic and 
parking impacts.  It is too soon to simply advocate that the arena MSG be moved to an alternative 
site.  
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The APA NY Metro Chapter stands with the RPA and MAS in recommending that MSG be 
granted a permit for only ten additional years so that a public dialogue can be undertaken to 
evaluate the best options to redevelop both Penn Station and Madison Square Garden the arena. 
On this, The Executive Committee feels that the governance of this planning effort will be vital, 
and suggests that this is where the conversation on redevelopment should begin.  
  
The APA NY Metro Chapter feels that the redevelopment of Penn Station should be elevated to a 
higher-order level of planning, beyond anything that the city has previously seen. The success of 
this effort will require that all stakeholders have a seat at the table and play an active role in 
shaping any potential outcomes. This project will impact the quality and level of service for 
national, regional, trans-Hudson and local rail transportation. It will also have has the potential to 
acutely alter the local environment and economy of the current Penn Station and Herald Square 
areas of Manhattan. For these reasons, the Executive Committee feels that organization of such a 
redevelopment effort should be a partnership between New York State, New York City, Empire 
State Development Corporation, New York City Economic Development Corporation, Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey, Federal Transportation Administration/Federal Railroad 
Administration, Amtrak, Metropolitan Transit Authority, Madison Square Garden and the 
development community. It will require political motivation to determine how these groups work 
together, but we feel that it will be vital to the success of the project. 
 
With our concerns having been noted, the New York Metro Chapter of the American Planning 
Association does wish to sign on to the Alliance with the aforementioned/subsequent caveats. We 
look forward to working with the RPA and MAS to help engage representatives of Madison 
Square Garden, the City of New York and the broader community to explore the future of this 
most vital hub of local, regional and national transportation and civic activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


